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Minutes of the April 2, 2008 meeting of Advisory Neighborhood Commission
1-D
These minutes accepted at the May 6, 2008 meeting.

Call to order

[7:08 pm] Chair AngeliaScott called the meeting to order at 7:14 pm. Present were ANC1D
commissioners Scott, Edwards, Bosserman, McKay, and Zara, constituting aquorum.

Public discussion

[7:09 pm] The meeting was opened to public discussion. Neil Richardson, Tony Marcetti (sp?), David
Vacca, Mark Jacobsen, Pete M ulhoff (sp?), and Haydee V anegas spoke. Commissioner Tunda arrived at
7:13 pm.

Minutes of previous meetings

[7:15 pm] The minutes of the March 4 and March 18 meetings were brought up for review. No
correctionswere offered by the commissioners, so both sets of minutes were declared accepted.

Treasurer’s report

[7:16 pm] Jane brought up the request from the auditor for financial recordsfor the second and third
quartersof FY 07. Jack showed thelist of the auditor’ srequests, indicating the items requested that
could not befound, presumably having been taken by the previous Treasurer, Joe Esparza. The
commission agreed that the best effort to obtain the missing records had been done, and we should turn
intheresponse as currently presented, absorbing thelossfor disallowed expenditures. Jane mentioned
aso the quarterly report for the second quarter of FY 08, which will be due soon. Treasurer’ sreport
accepted by unanimous vote.

Committee reports
[7:25 pm] There were no committee reports offered.

Unfinished business

[7:25 pm] The commission agreed to postpone consideration of Jane’ s resolution concerning the
Education Committee Funding and Budget.

ANC 1D: Minutes of the April 2, 2008 meeting, p. 1 of 8



Consent items:

[7:27 pm] The commission agreed to consider each item on thelist of candidate topicsin turn, deciding
immediately which would be considered “ consent”, and which would require discussion and considered
under “new business’. It was agreed that asingle objection would cause atopic to be considered “ new
business’, rather than “consent”. Several topicswere removed from the“ consent” category on that
basis.

Purchase authorization

[7:31 pm] Jack requested approval of thefollowing expenditures:

The Commission Secretary is hereby authorized to spend up to $40 for blank compact disks
and envel opes, for the recordings of ANC meeting audio and proceedings.

The Commission Secretary is hereby authorized to spend up to $175 for microphone cables
and associ ated hardware to reduce the stati c noise problems afflicting the present hardware.

The Commission Secretary is hereby authorized to spend up to $40 for two laser pointers.
Approved by consent, 6to 0.

Sixteenth Street grade separation
[7:32 pm] Gregg and Jack collectively moved thefollowing:

Resolved, that ANC1D advisesthe District Department of Transportation to follow through
on the advice of the 2003 ColumbiaHeightsMount Pleasant Traffic Study for a"grade
separation” of 16th Street traffic at Harvard Street/Columbia Road.

Rationale: Heavy north-south traffic on 16th Street creates aformidable barrier to east-west
automobiletraffic and to pedestrian crossing of 16th Street, and severely degradesthe
ambience of thetwo Federal parksat the juncture of Mount Pleasant and Adams Morgan.
The ColumbiaHeights/M ount Pleasant Traffic Study recommended in 2003 that thisareabe
rebuilt asatraffic circle, with "grade separation” of 16th Street traffic. Asthat study noted,
"atraffic circle consistent with the character of the District would enhance the connection
between Adams M organ and ColumbiaHeights, improve pedestrian safety, allow for full
access onto and off of Harvard and potentially Mt. Pleasant Street, and increase the capacity
of theintersection." Simple overpasseswould be considerably lesscostly, and lessdisruptive
to the existing parks and buildings, than atraffic circle, and yet would achieve the same
ends.

Giventheincreasing commercial and residential development in ColumbiaHeights, and
corresponding increasesin east-west traffic flow, the need to overcome the obstacle to east-
west traffic presented by 16th Street is greater than ever. In other District locations, e.g.,
Connecticut Avenue at Dupont Circle, and 16th Street at Scott Circle, sending the heavy
north-south traffic below grade expedites both north-south and east-west traffic flows. The
currently complex intersection of Argonne Place, ColumbiaRoad, and Harvard Street with
16th could be much simplified by putting the north-south traffic at aseparate level.
Overpasseswill belesscostly and disruptiveto the existing parks and pedestrian routesthan
atrafficcircle.

Pedestrian crossing of 16thiscurrently aproblematic experience, dueto heavy traffic flow,
very long traffic-light wait times, conflictswith turning vehiclesduring walk-light times, and
agreat distance between crosswalks. Putting the 16th Street traffic below grade will make
pedestrian east-west crossing vastly safer and less daunting, factors especially important
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given theincreasing emphasis on using the Metro viathe station at 14th and Irving, and
walking to one's destination.

Equally important, putting the heavy traffic of 16th Street (30,000 vehicles per day) below
grade will enhance the ambience of the two parks abutting 16th at thislocation.

Approved by consent, 6to 0.

Tree removal notification to ANCs
[7:33 pm] Jack moved the following:

Resolved, that ANC1D advisesthe District Department of Parks and Recreation to provide
advance noticeto ANCs of plansto remove large treesin neighborhood parks.

Rationale: Largetreesare scarce and treasured assets of our neighborhoods. Thelossof a
largetree, that is, a"special tree" according to the definition of the Urban Forest
Preservation Act of 2002, isasignificant degradation of an inner-city neighborhood.
Residents are required to obtain permitsfor the removal of such atree, and notification of
such permit applicationsisavailableto ANCs. But District Government agencies, such as
DPR, are not required to obtain permits, and so can removetrees on District parkland
without noticeto ANCs. These el ected representatives of neighborhood residents may
discover that alargetreeis being removed only when it istoo late, and thetreeisdown. This
prevents ANCsfromfairly representing theinterests of their constituentsin District
Government decisionsto remove such invaluabletrees.

Approved by consent, 6 to 0.

Beach Drive closure hours
[7:34 pm] Jack moved the following:

Resolved, that ANC1D advisesthe National Park Serviceto extend the weekend closure of
Beach Driveuntil approximately sunset on Sunday evenings.

Rationale: Current practiceisto reopen the closed segments of Beach Driveto traffic at 7:00
pm on Sunday evening. By midsummer, thisisover an hour before sunset, and many people
will befound walking, running, or bicycling on Beach Drive at the same time that theroad is
opened to automobiles. This sudden mixing of cars and people on theroad creates an
obviously dangeroussituation, and substantially degradestherecreational atmosphere of the
park. It would be safer for people using the park for recreational purposesif the opening to
traffic could be delayed during the summer months until 8:00 pm or later, until recreational
use of Beach Driveisnaturally terminated by darkness.

Approved by consent, 6to 0.

Don Juan’s Restaurant trash housing settlement
[7:34 pm] Jack moved the following:

Resolved, that ANC1D endorsestheinstructionsto DDOT concerning theissuing of permits
for the trash housing and other structuresin the public space behind Don Juan's Restaurant,
communicated to Director Monemein theletter of January 29, 2008, from Peter Nickles,
Interim Attorney General.

Rationale: Mr. Nickles letter callsfor permitsfor the existing concrete block structure, a
concrete pad for rolling trash containersto the street, astockade fence or other structurefor
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cosmetic concealing of trash containers, and for shrubs or other greenery for esthetic
enhancement of the area. This prescription provides agood compromise between the needs
of therestaurant for trash storage and disposal, and the desire of neighbors and residentsfor
areasonably attractive 17th Street frontage. ANC1D endorsesthat result, and appreciatesthe
outstanding effort by Mr. Nicklesto resolve alongstanding neighborhood dispute.

Approved by consent, 6to 0.

Klingle Road reconstruction, versus low-cost housing
[7:37 pm] Jack moved the following:

Resolved, that ANC1D advisesthe Mayor and the District Council not to fund any
reconstruction of Klingle Road entirely from District funds, without Federal funding
support; and further, that the amount so saved be employed for the support of low-cost
housing in the District. ANC1D al so advisesthe Mayor, and the District Council, to refrain
from spending any money on Klingle Road work that might be considered down payments
on road construction, because such expenditures could imply acommitment to full
construction evenif Federal fundsare not available.

Rationale: the Federal Government would normally pay 80% of the cost of rebuilding this
road, whichiscurrently estimated at $11M. According to recent newsreports, the District
Government is considering paying the entire cost of the project, simply to avoid delaysdue
to going through the Federal bureaucracy. Thedifference, approximately ninemillion
dollars, would have to come from other parts of the District budget. ANC1D believesthat
thismoney could be put to far better use than the rebuilding of thisroad through Rock Creek
Park. Innumerableroadsand alleys, in Mount Pleasant and elsewhereinthe District, arein
need of repair and repaving. Furthermore, using these funds to augment the District's very
short supply of low-cost housing would be a superior application, benefiting many more
District residents than might use thisroad. Theresidents of this area have managed without
this segment of Klingle Road for 18 years, demonstrating that thereisno great need for this
road.

The current District budget contemplates spending two million dollarsto start work on
Klingle Road. Thisthreatensto bea"camel'snose" expenditure, making this project
unstoppable in the future, even if Federal funding isunavailable. Expendituresfor Klingle
Road should belimited to necessary study and planning, avoiding any expendituresthat
could be considered down payments on road construction.

Approved by consent, 6to 0.
New Business:

“Meet the neighbors” event
[7:44 pm] Dave moved the following:

Resolved: ANC1D sponsorsthe music, art and community showcase event during the
afternoon of April 26th at Lamont Park planned by Frank Agbro, otherwise known as Franko
of Frankojazz. Theevent will becalled"MEET THE NEIGHBORS." ANC1D will provide
$140 to cover the Department of Parks and Recreation feesand will helpin advertising the
event through web postingsand printing, posting and distributing flyers. The costs of
advertising shall not exceed $100. ANC1D hopesthat Mt Pleasant community groupswill
also support and attend thisevent.
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Rationale: The Mt Pleasant community needs such open and non-controversial community
eventsto provide neutral spaces where we may gather together to get to know each other
better while putting our many long-running controversiesabout neighborhood management
aside. Thiscommunity event isbeing planned and managed by aresident musician who has
remained outside of the many community groups and argumentswho wantsto provide a
neutral event consisting of an afternoon of diverse music from within the neighborhood.

Passed by 6 to O vote.

Engage the staff services of D. Neil Richardson, Jr.
[7:52 pm] Gregg moved the following:

Resolved, ANC 1D, authorizesthe engagement as an independent contractor, of D. Neil
Richardson, Jr. for a period between the 31st of March and the 31st of December at no more
than an average of 2 days aweek for thisperiod, at arate of $50 an hour. Thisengagement is
at-will for both sides.

D. Neil Richardson, Jr. may takethetitle of Executive Director, and will work with
supervision and collaboration of Angelia Scott, Gregg Edwards and Jack McKay.

Immediate topicsfor collaboration include engagement of contractorsto support web-site
and electronic communi cation, bookkeeping, grantsand contract management; maintaining
the economic and ethnic diversity of Mount Pleasant through the preservation and extension
of low cost housing and creative economic devel opment that produceslocal good jobs,
management and devel opment of public space and transportation; institutional support for
cultural expression and devel opment, education, recreation and library servicesfor al ages,
abuilt and natural environment that minimizes pollution, preservesresources, and extends
green technology; avibrant and diverse commercial corridor that both servestheinterests of
all sectorsof Mount Pleasant, plus attracts those outside customers and investors that will
add to the diversity and attractiveness of Mount Pleasant; public policy alternativesthat will
foster Mount Pleasant asan innovation zone, including collaboration with neighboring ANC
areas, communication and engagement with all the demographic groupsin Mount Pleasant
to promote better understanding of their strategic intents and preferred futures; and,
preparation for engagement with the upcoming Comprehensive Planrevision.

Why: Thisisan extraordinary opportunity to engage and work with, at arelatively modest
cost, along term Mount Pleasant resident with an unusually high level of experience,
working closely with 2 recent Mayors and the Ward 1 Councilmember.

Passed by 5to 1 vote (Gregg, Oliver, Sormy, Dave, and Jack voting “ yes’ , Jane voting “ no” .)

Bylaws change
[8:05 pm] Gregg moved that the following text replace the existing by-laws concerning grants:

Section 1. The ANC shall at the end of thefirst quarter of each calendar year review itsgrant

policy, including funding prioritiesfor the year.

Section 2. All priorities, requirements and guidelines must meet those requirements of D.C.

law asoutlined in Attachment A. The program will be run by a paid grants manager whose

impartiality is supported by being neither a1D commissioner nor acurrent resident, nor an officer or
board member of any established M ount Pleasant organization. The main purpose of the grantsisto

seed the search for outside grants based on small initial funding from ANC1D and theimplicit
commendation implicit in the receipt of the ANC grant. To thisend, this purpose of maximum

leverage, along with benefit to amaximum number of ANC1D residents, isto be used in selection.
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Grant requests may be received only from organi zations proposing to provide servicesthat are public
in nature and benefit personswho reside or work within the Commission area. The services proposed
may not duplicate thosethat are already performed by the District government.

Section 3. Thedollar amount in grants awarded during any one year shall not exceed 10
percent of the annual ANC allotment plus 20% of any carryover of funds at the start of the fiscal
year. Thisamount shall beincluded as an expenseitem in the annual budget if grantsareto be
awarded. Grants exceeding $500 require approval by aminimum of five commissioners. Grants of
less than $500, but of $100 or more, require the approval of at least four commissioners. Grant
requests shall bein electronic form, and shall include a description of the proposed project for which
the grant isrequested; a statement of expected public benefits; and the total cost of the proposed
project, including other sourcesof funding, if any.

Section 4. The Commission shall issue requestsfor proposalsonce ayear. Proposalswill only
be considered in response to thisrequest and at the indicated time only. The grant announcement
must be at least two months prior to the selection date. Proposals shall bereceived at |east four
weeks prior to the selection date, and shall be distributed to al commissionersat |east two weeks
prior to the selection date.

Section 5. Grants are made upon the condition that all receiptsand afinal report (acceptable by
the grants manager) be submitted within 60 days of the announcement of the award.

Section 6. No member of agrants committee may apply for agrant, and each must recuse
himself or herself from any consideration of aproposal in which he or she hasatangibleinterest.

Section 7. Upon adoption of thisgrant policy by aminimum of four commissioners, the
commission may issue aonetimerequest for proposal's, notwithstanding other requirements of this
article.

Vote on amendment to include“ 20% of any carryover of funds” : passed by 4 to 2 vote (Oliver,
Sormy, Dave, Janevoting “ yes’ , Gregg and Jack voting “ no”).

Vote on revised by-laws: Passed by 5to 1 vote (Gregg voting “ no”).

Education Budget Transparency to Allow for Meaningful Public Participation
[8:18 pm] Jane moved thefollowing resolution:

Resolved that ANC1D strongly urgesthe Chancellor of the D.C. Public Schoolsto prepare
and execute a performance-based budget on an annual basis. It isalso strongly urged that the
budget prepared by the Chancellor of the D.C. Public Schools have its operations organized
by major programs, which in turn will be composed of activitiesand services. It isalso
strongly urged that the budget submitted by the Chancellor of the D.C. Public Schools shall
allocate all monies by activitiesand object class, and that the DCPS submission, which shall
be rel eased to the public upon transmittal to the Mayor, shall also include a presentation that
specifiesthe moniesbudgeted for each school, specifying thefunds available to each school
for which the decision to spend is made by the school'slocal schoolsrestructuring team, and
specifying other responsibility center fundsthe spending of which directly benefit local
schools(e.g., for textbooks, substitute teachers, transportation, maintenance/engineers,
nurses, teachers salaries, etc.), so that the Council and the public may know thetotality of
funds, goods and servicesthat will be provided to thelocal schoolsdirectly.

Why: Legislation amending DC Code 38-2831 will make clear that the level of detail that
had been required of the Board of Education’s proposed budget now isrequired of the
Chancellor's proposed budget. That'sthe only relevant statute that the Council didn't update
last year, in the school takeover legis ation. Thisupdate makescrystal clear, for futureyears,
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that the Chancellor hasto provide proper budget detail to enable meaningful parental and
community participation in school budget hearings, and can have areal voiceinthe
educational needs of their children.

Gregg’ smotion that thisbetabled passed, 6 to 0.

Additional Recommendations for Traffic Study Alternative
[8:26 pm] Gregg moved thefollowing resolution, after friendly amendment:

Resolved, ANC 1D advisesthe DC Department of Transportation and the Office of Planning
toincludeinitsconsideration thefollowing addition:

To complement the proposed one-lane one-way traffic on Park Road between 17th and 19th
Streets, that there be one-way traffic on “little Park Road” east-bound, just north of Park
Road Park, so that the residents on the north side would have access to their houses.

The sharp angle on the SE corner of Park Road Park be rounded so that the residents of
“little Park Road” can make the wide angle turn back onto the main Park Road.

Why: Thisisanintersection wherethereisalready strong possibilities of accidents
involving vehicles and pedestrians, because of the complicated geometry. The addition of a
bus shelter, without consideration of traffic flows, could add to these dangers. The study
proposal above, in thisresolution, would convert traffic around Park Road Park tobeina
clockwise consistent pattern and assure that vehiclesfrom northern Mount Pleasant Street
and little Park Road would be entering the traffic flow with full visibility, and with the
assistance of the existing traffic signals at the intersection of 17th and Park Road.

Passed, 6to O.

Bus shelter location
[8:36 pm] Gregg moved thefoll owing, upon separation from the previousresol ution:

Resolved, that ANC1D advisesDDOT to consider issues of traffic visibility in the placement
of the bus shelter in the Park Road park.

Passed, 6to O

Education Committee Funding and Budget
[8:36 pm] Jane’ s unfinished-busi ness resol ution was brought to the floor:

Itishereby resolved that $10,000 be allotted for funding public education, and local non-
profit endeavorsfor enhancing theliteracy, writing skills, and analysis of issues of concern
to Mt. Pleasant.

Rationale: We support enhancing vital living skillsin our community and thisis one way to
further that effort.

Jack moved that this resolution be withdrawn, so that its content could be considered al ong with the
development of an annual budget. Motion to withdraw passed, 6 to 0.

Eviction by neglect
[8:40 pm] Gregg moved thefollowing resol ution:
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Resolved, ANC 1D advisesthe D.C. Government and the D.C. Council to passlegislation
and apply regulation to reversethe incentivesfor eviction of tenants by neglect, pressure, or
any other approach, including those leading to disaster or fires.

Intentional vacation of units, either by pressure or payment, or voluntary agreements shall
result in any units so vacated be counted asa“No” vote towards an approval of rent raises,

major renovation, upgrades, or replacement.

Current regulations should beinterpreted, and other legislation and regul ation passed to
emphasi ze, that when vacation of units occur because of disaster, fire, or any other changein
status, that triggers major repairs, upgrades or replacement, that the presence of unresolved
code violations meansthat the units or building will not be removed from the terms of rent
stabilization or control.

Why: The statement of thisresolution should not be taken as adeclaration that the recent
firein the Deauville Apartmentsat 3145 Mount Pleasant Street wasintentional. However, it
has called to our attention the existence of incentivesfor ownersand managers, whether
intentional or not, to leave the ownerswith abuilding free of rent controls, and the residents
without low cost housing.

As Grayce Wiggins, DC Rent Administrator, recently observed, “the purpose of DC rental
housing legislation isto avoid the erosion of low cost rental housing.” ThisANC hopesthat
all loopholesand ambiguitiesthat might contribute to the recent disasterswill be closed.

Passed, 6to 0.

Maintain the unlocked alley gate at Kilbourne Pl NW and 17th St NW
[8:47 pm] Dave moved thefollowing resol ution:

Resolved, that ANCID advisesthe Department of Transportation to permit the continued
maintenance and use of the unlocked alley gate at Kilbourne Pl NW and 17th St NW.

Rationale: Thealley neighborsand the Mt Pleasant community have supported the gate since
1997 and still do today. It hasworked as a public health and traffic safety measureto
minimize crime, litter, and loitering near the intersection of Kilbourne Place and Mt Pleasant
Streets.

Jack moved that the motion be tabled. Motion to tablefailed by 3 to 3 vote (Gregg, Stormy,
Jack voting “ yes’ to table, Oliver, Dave, and Jane voting “ no” ).

Theresolution then failed of passage by a 3 to 3 vote (Oliver, Dave, and Janevoting “ yes’ ,
Jack, Gregg, and Stormy voting “ no).

Adjournment
[8:53 pm] Stormy moved that we adjourn. Approved by unanimous consent.
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