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Minutes of the October 7, 2008 meeting of Advisory Neighborhood
Commission 1-D

These minutes accepted at the November 11, 2008 meeting.

Call to order

[7:16 pm] Chair AngeliaScott called the meeting to order at 7:16 pm. Present were ANC1D
commissioners Scott, Edwards, Bosserman, Tunda, and McKay, constituting aquorum.

Public discussion

[7:16 pm] The meeting was opened to public discussion. Tim Lawrence, of 1655 Harvard Street, spoke
of hisapplication for azoning variance. Severa other residents, and Fay Armstrong of Historic Mount
Pleasant, spoke on thisissue. Barbara Hayden mentioned several mattersfrom All-Ways Mount
Pleasant.

Minutes of previous meetings

[7:41 pm] No corrections to the minutes of the September 2 meeting were offered by the
commissioners, so these minuteswere declared accepted.

1665 Harvard BZA application

[7:42 pm] Jack suggested that the 1665 Harvard BZA application be considered immediately, so that the
peopl e attending the meeting for that matter alone could |eave. The commission agreed to do so. Stormy
offered the following motion, read by Jack:

The application callsfor variances from the R-4 |ot coverage and alley setback regulations.
The maximum ot coverage under R-4 regulationsis 40%; thisdesign callsfor 100% lot
coverage. Alley setback isrequired to be 12 feet from the alley centerline; this proposal calls
for asetback of 4.5 feet.

Variancesfrom zoning regul ations may be allowed only where such variances* can be
granted without substantial detriment to the public good”. An examination of thelot in
question showsthat this condition cannot be satisfied.

Thislotisnot aregular city lot, butisasmall portion of alot, one of arow of lotsaong
Harvard Street. It isin fact directly behind 1701 Harvard Street, not 1665, and is separated
from the 1665 Harvard Street address by anarrow pedestrian passageway. Thisappearsto be

ANC 1D: Minutes of the October 7, 2008 meeting, p. 1 of 5



aseriousviolation of the requirement that any subdivision of aproperty in an R-4 district
alow “adequate yards, courts, light, and air for each dwelling, group of dwellings, or group
of buildingsresulting from the subdivision” (DCMR 11, 410.6(c)).

Any building constructed on thistiny lot would face the rear of the home on lot 826, 1701
Harvard Street. With aroof height of 16 feet above the back-yard ground level, only 17 feet
from the existing row house at 1701 Harvard, this construction will clearly have an adverse
effect onthelight and air of that dwelling.

Though some neighborsfavor this construction, theresidentsof 1701 Harvard are very
unhappy at the prospect of agarage being built on that location. They haveavalid
complaint, and ANC1D advisesthat this application for azoning variance be denied.

Passed by 5to 0 vote.

Treasurer’s report

[7:49 pm] Jack listed the billsto be paid that evening, and asked if there were any objectionsto these
payments. Tony Grillo $50, Albert Varela$50, USPS $240, L aticia Jefferson $387.50, Adebiyi
Odeghile $258.75, and Neil Richardson $1875.00. The commission offered no objectionsto these
payments.

Jack summarized expenditures and revenuesfor thefiscal year, which had ended September 30. The
revenues from the District exceeded the ANC’ sexpendituresfor theyear by $1,621.13.

Jack presented the quarterly report for the fourth quarter of FY 2008, noting the files that would be given
to the auditor after the meeting. Chair Scott requested approval by the commission of thisquarterly
report. Approved by 5 to 0 vote.

November meeting date

[7:57 pm] Jack noted that the scheduled date for the November monthly meeting, November 4, was also
Election Day, and it was not appropriate for the ANC to meet on that day. The commission agreed to
meet on the second Tuesday, November 11. The midmonth meeting would remain on the third Tuesday,
November 18.

Executive Director’s report
[8:02 pm] Neil Richardson reported on hisactivities during September.

Unfinished business:

Priorities for ANC1D staff
[8:11 pm] Thisunfinished-businessitem was brought up for discussion:

ANCI1D resolvesto adviseits Executive Director that prioritiesfor the near future could well
includethefollowing issuesamong those already highlighted by ANC1D resolutions:

Establishing and executing agrants program with substantial outreach toward high and long-
term impact.

Dealing with agency projectswith potential long-term impacts on large fractions of ANC1D
residents. Thiscategory includes: the MtP branch library; redesign of streetscape and traffic
patterns around 1600 block of Park Rd NW; a Special Planning Areato revitalizethe
commercial corridor and eastern Mount Pleasant while enhancing our economic and
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economic diversity; streetscape conditions and plans especially for the areaaround the
commercia corridor; jitney and shuttle services; parks, pedestrian and transportation
linkages with neighboring ANC areas; policing and security.

Dealing withissuesaround agency handling of notice, acknowledgment, collegial discourse,
and Great Weight for ANC1D resolutions; this might include discussionswith Chairman
Gray'scurrent considerationsto rewrite the ANC legislation; and areport for all concerned
on the current status of ANC1D resolutions.

Neighborhood outreach, web-site and other technol ogiesfor better communications.
Alcohol related issues, include understanding the legal bases of current contested issues.
Pest and trash related issues, including bed bugs.

Formulation of continuing ANC1D programs, and staff support. Thismight include: best
practicesfor handling Zoning Commission, Historical Preservation, and Board of Zoning
Appedls, including information guides both for owners seeking changes and for neighbors
wishing consultation.

Survey of the situation, demographics, needsfor and conditions of current government
policiesand servicesthat affect Mount Pleasant.

Passed by 5to 0 vote.
New Business:

Remove hazards & illegal tree box barriers from Mt Pleasant Commercial
Corridor

[8:13 pm] Gregg moved the following:

ANCI1D advisesthe DC Department of Public Worksto remove any tree box barriersthat
are contrary to the DC Municipal Regulationsfrom the Mt Pleasant Commercial Corridor
and theimmediate side streets.

Why: Mt Pleasant Street has many stretches of narrow sidewalks, and at sometimes of the
day and week, heavy traffic including many seniorsand disabled. A number of our
neighbors have been injured by tripping on tree box barriers, so these can be apublic health
hazard.

Passed by 5to 0 vote.

Don't raze 3130 NW 16th until shown to be in public interest
[8:21 pm] Gregg moved the following:

Resolved, that ANC1D rescindsits resol ution of approval for therazing of 3130 16" St NW,
and furthermore advisesthe Historic Preservation Office and the Mayor’sAgent that in
judging special merit for raze applicationsfor contributing structuresin historic districts, the
provision of at least 30% low-cost housing must be an essential factor.

Passed by 5 to O vote.

October Focus Forum on MtP Parking alternatives, and dDoT proposals
[8:32 pm] Gregg moved the following:
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ANCI1D resolvesto ask its staff to organize ameeting, preferably in October 2008, to engage
abroad range of residents and workersto consider parking alternativesfor the 1D area.
ANCI1D invites DC expertsto contribute to the planning of the meeting and welcomestheir
participation but not aslecturers. ANC1D appropriates up to $500 for staff time and
materialsin addition to the prior appropriation for publicity and light snacks. The steff is
authorized to collect and prepare information on best practices and their results, and the
experience of other neighborhoods and jurisdictions.

Why: ANC1D isexploring waysto devel op policy and resolutionsthat (1) combine evidence
and argumentsthat build on the experience of others and theinterests of the people of Mt
Pleasant, (2) help engage the participation of all sectors of Mt Pleasant in contributing to the
results.

Passed by 5 to O vote.

Honest public participation for reconstruction of the street and sidewalks of
1600 Park Road NW

[8:39 pm] Gregg moved the following:

ANC1D resolvesto appropriate up to $1000 for costs and staff expensesfor apublic
participation program that dealswith theinterests of local residents and users of the 1600
block of Park Rd, and the design of the upcoming reconstruction of the roadway, sidewalks,
and water-runoff and sewer system.

ANC1D invitesWard One Councilmember Jim Graham to chair ameeting of residentsand
perhaps building owners, and asksthat he help by assigning some of his staff with the
process. ANCI1D invites participation and assistance of the staff and contractors of the DC
Department of Transportation (dDoT). Specifically, ANC1D onceagain asksthat dDoT
acknowledge and answer ANC1D's several resolutionson thisissuein accordance with the
law, and that it similarly respondsto the resol utions of the civic groupsactive in that area.

ANCI1D suggeststhat the residents and the users of the block's public thoroughfare support
the ANCL1D process and do not respond to dDoT until it obeysthelaw and ssmplecivic
courtesy by answering resol utions and cooperating with best practice public participation
processes.

Why: The appearance of arun-around and evasivetactics by dDoT israised by funding a
show-meeting without assurances of substantial handling of issuesand concerned already
raised by residents. Such ameeting could be quite superficial and is no substitute for dDot's
following thelaw, their duty under the executive order, their oath of office to uphold the law,
and simpleethicsof civic participation.

Given theyears of failure by dDoT to follow the law and to engage with ANC1D and local
groups, ashow of good faith due diligence must now mean:

(1) Clean handsrequiresfulfilling al legal requirements, including thelaw and executive
order on ANCs.

(2) Therequirements of federal policy for substantial public participation requires careful
answering inwriting the resol utions of local civic groups.

(3) Catch up on the missing public participation and engagement with local groupsrequires
following the program designed by ANC1D staff in conjunction with the staff of CM
Graham.

Passed by 5 to O vote.
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Open up the MtP Transportation Study
[8:41 pm] Gregg moved thefollowing:

ANCI1D resolvesto advise the DC Department of Transportation (dDoT) to upgradeits
processes of participation, including abroader and more representativeadvisory committee,
and amore even handed treatment of alternative approaches. In addition, we ask the Mayor
and Councilmember Graham to intervene because this situation has been protested for over a
year, and because dDoT refusesto obey the ANC law in acknowledging and responding to
ANCID resolutions.

Passed 4 to 1 vote (Jack opposed).

Adjournment
[8:49 pm] Gregg moved adjournment. Approved by 5 to O vote.

ANC 1D: Minutes of the October 7, 2008 meeting, p. 5 of 5



	Minutes of the October 7, 2008 meeting of Advisory Neighborhood Commission 1D
	Call to order
	Public discussion
	Minutes of previous meetings
	1665 Harvard BZA application
	Treasurer’s report
	November meeting date
	Executive Director’s report
	Unfinished business:
	Priorities for ANC1D staff
	New Business: 
	Remove hazards & illegal tree box barriers from Mt Pleasant Commercial Corridor
	Don't raze 3130 NW 16th until shown to be in public interest
	October Focus Forum on MtP Parking alternatives, and dDoT proposals
	Honest public participation for reconstruction of the street and sidewalks of 1600 Park Road NW 
	Open up the MtP Transportation Study
	Adjournment

