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Minutes of the December 7, 2010 meeting of Advisory Neighborhood
Commission 1-D

These minutes accepted at the January 18, 2011 meeting.

Call to order

[7:11 pm] Chair Edwards called the meeting to order at 7:11 pm. An interpreter from Multicultural
Community Service was available to provide simultaneous Spanish-Englishinterpretation.

Public discussion

[7:11 pm] The meeting proceeded with the public discussion period. The public discussion ended at
7:17, at which time Gregg noted the presence of a quorum, commissioners Edwards, McKay,
Bosserman, Scott, and Tundain attendance.

Secretary’s report

[7:17 pm] The Commission offered no correctionsto the November meeting minutes, which were
declared accepted.

Treasurer’s report

[7:17 pm] Jack asked if there was any objection to aroutine check to Tony Grillo for $50 for postering.
No objection.

Jack requested explicit approval of apayment of $41.94 to Gregg asreimbursement for his payment to
1& 1 Internet for the ANC1D Web site. Approved, 5 to O.

Jack requested authorization to spend $30 for areplacement four-microphone mixer, asthe existing unit
has one nonfunctioning channel. Approved, 5to 0.

January meetings

[7:26 pm] The Commission agreed that there would be no December 21 meeting, the first-Tuesday
meeting of January would be an informal meeting, and the third-Tuesday meeting of January, aregular
business meeting. Agreedto, 5to 0.
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A verdant and vital commercial corridor
[7:27 pm] Gregg offered the following motion:

ANC 1D resolvesto advise the DC Department of Transportation, the DC Office of
Planning, the DC Public Space Committee, the DC Department of Public Works, and the
District Council to focusitsimmediate streetscape efforts on Mount Pleasant Street asapilot
program to explore innovations and means of continuing financing for upgradesand

mai ntenance of thiscommercial corridor.

Thefollowing sections are equal parts of thisresolution: The above opening statement, the
policy points, and the“why”, with its concerns and rational es.

Policy Points

1D advisesthe above bodiesto adopt the following policiesin the Mount Pleasant
commercial corridor:

1. Stop al current work in enlarging or adding new trees and tree boxes until there has
emerged aplan that builds on smaller pilot projectsto assure that there is agood fit between
innovations, local needsand practicalities. However, ANC1D supportstheimmediate
removal of all treefenceson Mount Pleasant Street.

2. Explore, starting in asingle half-block area, ideally the south half of the west side of the
3100 block of Mount Pleasant Street, the feasibility of growing large trees (fifty foot plus)

by providing structured soil underneath permeabl e pavers so that the soil is protected from
compaction and can hold the moisture needed to sustain large trees.

3. Choosethefirst pilot area: First, so that there will be favorable conditionsfor largetrees;
second, so that anincreasein public spacewill significantly improve economic activity.
ANC1D advisesthat 80% of public space rentals could be reinvested in new pilot programs
and continuing servicesto the area.

Why: Mount Pleasant Street has anarrow right-of-way and relatively narrow sidewalksand
little remaining public space. With so little space serving so many people and purposes,
careful and innovative uses of this space can providefar greater utility than simple designs
better suited to lessdense and lessdiverse districts.

la. 1D advisesthat adding and enlarging the current design of tree boxes seemslikely to
reduce much further space for pedestrians, and often for bikes, wheel chairs, and shopping
carts. In densely populated areaslike our commercial corridor, the benefits of treesversus
other uses of the space cannot be assumed to be paramount. To do so without weighing trees
benefitsalong with all the benefitsfrom other uses, seemsto neglect and perhaps|ose
benefitsto people.

1b. 1D advisesthe bodiesto focus avail able funds on asmall area so that atree and its water
retention system can beinstalled in afew dayswith minimum disruption to merchantsand to
pedestrians. By installing the system in aserieswhere outdoor cafes and other expanded
economic usesareviable, then acritical density iseasier to achieve, and a permanent
attraction created.

1c. 1D advises the above governmental bodiesto also consider working with current users of
public spaceto reconstruct their stairs, fences, and other overlaps on public spaceto increase
the shared use of the spacein waysthat bolster community, cultural, and economic

devel opment.
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1d. 1D advisesthe above DC Government bodiesto remove al tree boxes and replace them
with permeabl e pavers and water retention systems. Tree box removal shouldimprovethe
chancesthat merchantswill find economically viable uses of the larger areas of public space
availablefor rental.

le. 1D advisesthat new trees not beinstalled without awater retention system since they
will belostif the systemisinstalled later. Further, not installing treesimmediately will save
money and allow a more rapid expansion of the system. Moreover, treesinstalled without
the system have been sickly, proneto dying, and, when surviving, stunted in growth.

Resolution passed, 5to0 0.

Apply Open Meetings Act to ANCs
[8:07 pm] Jack offered thefollowing motion:

Resolved, that ANC1D advisesthe Council of the District of Columbiato removethe
exemption of Advisory Neighborhood Commissionsfrom Bill B18-716, the “Open Meetings
Amendment Act of 2010”, substituting specific provisionswherethe regulations of thisAct
would be especially burdensome on such Commissions.

Why: Thebill providesfor (1) meetings open to the public, (2) advance public notice of
meetings, (3) meetingsviael ectronic technology; (4) electronic recordings of meetings.
Surely Advisory Neighborhood Commissions, as el ected public bodies, should be held to the
same public-meeting standard as other organs of the District Government. Theonly valid
reasonsfor exclusion would bethat aparticular provision wasinappropriatefor ANC
proceedings, or that aparticular provision could be especially burdensomefor these
neighborhood-based organi zationsto meet.

ANCI1D believesthat, with suitable guidance from the Office of Advisory Neighborhood
Commissions, the provisionsrequiring sometechnol ogical capability, such asthe electronic
recording of meetings, and the maintenance of Internet websites, can readily be met.

Resolution passed, 5to 0.

Adjournment
[8:11 pm] By unanimousconsent, the meeting was adjourned at 8:11 pm.
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